


new graduate must face regarding their life and career choices. She then expounded on the possi-
bilities of yPDS both as an education resource (in terms of fellowship training, short courses and
scholarships) and as a practice resource (setting up clinic and practice management essentials).
She envisions the yPDS as a “barkada” working together toward the enhancement of dermato-
logic practice, resulting in better peer relations, leadership training opportunities, and ultimately,
better patient care. She then called on the PDS board members present (Marcellano Cruz,
Georgina Pastorfide, Rosalina Nadela, Teresita Gabriel, Socouer Oblepias) to officially wel-
come the yPDS members.

The guest speaker, illustrious motivational speaker Francis Kong, was introduced by
Kim Cantos. Mr. Kong has authored numerous books, is a regular columnist in the Philippine
Star, and is a veteran speaker who graces 300 corporate functions a year. He fired up the crowd
with his enthusiastic, lively, and humorous delivery of his inspirational talk.

Entitled “WINNING ATTITUDES FOR SUCCESS”, Mr. Kong’s lecture emphasized
the importance of choosing a positive attitude even the face of adversity, negativity and outright
criticism. He touched on the value of interpersonal relations, the setting of priorities, the neces-
sity of “people skills” in the face of the changing professional climate. He urged us to aim to-
ward noble ambitions and to forget our individual interests in pursuit of the common goals of
the yPDS. He pointed out that we must seek mentors generous enough to impart of their life les-
sons (“buy them lunch!) and to observe what successful people do, say and read. He showed the
importance of maintaining our core values and purity of heart even in the face of the harsh reali-
ties of life. Delivering his talk with panache, heartfelt enthusiasm and penetrating wit, Mr. Fran-
cis Kong demonstrated to the yPDS exactly why he is a much sought-after speaker.

As a fitting end to the evening, Dr. Jojo Rivera expounded on the formation of the
yPDS, on his vision of a venue for leadership training, relationship-building and values forma-
tion. He gratefully acknowledged the generous contribution of UCB Pharmaceuticals, who
have pledged to support present and future activities of the yPDS. He also recognized the efforts
of the yPDS coregroup: Dr. Jun Pascual and Cathy Chong (Scientific Committee), Theresa
Marie Reyes-Cacas and Maximin Navarro (Documentation), Stephen Lacson and Nova dela
Cruz (Socials), Melissa Lazaro (Ways and Means), Kim Cantos (Physical Arrangement),
Azalea Castro-Heredia (Membership), Cecile Clemente-Ocampo (Publicity) Vicky Guillano
(Davao Representative).

It was indeed a memorable occasion. And we promise that it is just the first of many
meaningful, fun, and educational events yPDS will be offering. We hope that you will lend your
participation and support to all future activities of the yPDS!



